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Yes, one last question.

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned Senator
Moynihan. Have you spoken to him or other
congressional leaders, especially congres-
sional Democrats? And what was the con-
versation and the reaction to your indication?

The President. Well, | talked to him as
recently, I think, as about a week ago. When
we went up to meet with the TWA families,
we talked about it again. And you know, I
have an enormous amount of respect for him.
And he has been a powerful and cogent critic
of this whole move. I'll just have to hope that
in this one case I'm right and he’s wrong,
because | have an enormous regard for him.
And I've spoken to a number of other Demo-
crats, and some think I'm right and some
don't.

This is a case where, you know, | have
been working with this issue for such a long
time, a long time before it became—to go
back to Mr. Hume’s [Brit Hume, ABC News]
question, a long time before it became a
cause celebre in Washington or anyone tried
to make it a partisan political issue. It wasn't
much of a political hot potato when | first
started working on it. | just was concerned
that the system didn’t seem to be working.
And | was most concerned about those who
were trapped on it and their children and
the prospect that their children would be
trapped on it.

I think we all have to admit here—we all
need a certain level of humility today. We
are trying to continue a process that I've been
pushing for 3%2 years. We're trying to get
the legal changes we need in Federal law
that will work to move these folks to a posi-
tion of independence where they can support
their children and their lives as workers and
in families will be stronger.

But if this were an easy question, we
wouldn’t have had the 2%2-hour discussion
with my advisers today and we'd all have a
lot more answers than we do. But I'm con-
vinced that we’re moving in the right direc-
tion. I'm convinced it's an opportunity we
should seize. I'm convinced that we have to
change the two problems in this bill that are
not related to welfare reform, that were just
sort of put under the big shade of the tree
here, that are part of this budget strategy
with which 1 disagree. And I'm convinced
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when we bring those things out into the light
of day we will be able to do it. And I think
some Republicans will agree with us, and
we’'ll be able to get what we need to do to
change it.

Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 2:27 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Statement on Proposed Health Care
Legislation
July 31, 1996

Today we have apparently achieved a long
overdue victory for the millions of Americans
who live in fear of losing their health insur-
ance when they change or lose their jobs or
because of preexisting conditions. | hope all
Democrats and Republicans will work to-
gether to pass this important legislation be-
fore the Congress begins its August recess.

Remarks on the Economy and an
Exchange With Reporters

August 1, 1996

The President. Good morning. A strong
and growing economy is the best way to offer
opportunity to every American who is willing
to work for it. Today we received fresh news
that our economy grew at a strong 4.2 per-
cent rate in the last quarter. This robust
growth, 4.2 percent, is touching the lives of
all our people with 10 million new jobs, low
unemployment, and inflation in check. This
is good news for America and more evidence
that our economy continues to surge ahead
and that our economic strategy is working.

Four years ago today, the economy was
drifting, unemployment was nearly 8 per-
cent, job growth was weak, the deficit was
at an all-time high, great American industries
were falling behind. For the last 3 years, we
have had in place a comprehensive plan to
put our economic house in order and to cre-
ate opportunity for the American people. My
economic team, which has joined me here
today, has worked day and night to put this
strategy in place over stiff partisan opposition
who said our plan wouldn't work and would
actually make things worse. But today’s good



